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50 CFR Ch. I (10–1–05 Edition) § 16.15 

§ 16.15 Importation of live reptiles or 
their eggs. 

(a) The importation, transportation, 
or acquisition is prohibited of any live 
specimen or egg of the brown tree 
snake (Boiga irregularis): Provided, that 
the Director shall issue permits au-
thorizing the importation, transpor-
tation, and possession of such live 
snakes or viable eggs under the terms 
and conditions set forth in § 16.22. 

(b) Upon the filing of a written dec-
laration with the District Director of 
Customs at the port of entry as re-
quired under § 14.61, all other species of 
live reptiles or their eggs may be im-
ported, transported, and possessed in 
captivity, without a permit, for sci-
entific, medical, educational, 
exhibitional or propagating purposes, 
but no such live reptiles or any 
progency or eggs thereof may be re-
leased into the wild except by the 
State wildlife conservation agency 
having jurisdiction over the area of re-
lease or by persons having prior writ-
ten permission for release from such 
agency. 

[55 FR 17441, Apr. 25, 1990] 

Subpart C—Permits 

§ 16.22 Injurious wildlife permits. 

The Director may, upon receipt of an 
application and in accordance with the 
issuance criteria of this section, issue a 
permit authorizing the importation 
into or shipment between the conti-
nental United States, the District of 
Columbia, Hawaii, the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, or any possession of the 
United States of injurious wildlife (See 
subpart B of this part) for zoological, 
educational, medical, or scientific pur-
poses. 

(a) Application requirements. Submit 
applications for permits to import, 
transport or acquire injurious wildlife 
for such purposes to the Director, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, (Attention: 
Office of Management Authority), 4401 
N. Fairfax Drive, Room 700, Arlington, 
VA 22203. Submit applications in writ-
ing on a Federal Fish and Wildlife Li-
cense/Permit application (Form 3–200) 
and attach all of the following infor-
mation: 

(1) The number of specimens and the 
common and scientific names (genus 
and species) of each species of live 
wildlife proposed to be imported or 
otherwise acquired, transported and 
possessed; 

(2) The purpose of such importation 
or other acquisition, transportation 
and possession; 

(3) The address of the premises where 
such live wildlife will be kept in cap-
tivity; 

(4) A statement of the applicant’s 
qualifications and previous experience 
in caring for and handling captive wild-
life. 

(b) Additional permit conditions. In ad-
dition to the general conditions set 
forth in part 13 of this subchapter B, 
permits to import or ship injurious 
wildlife for zoological, educational, 
medical, or scientific purposes shall be 
subject to the following conditions: 

(1) All live wildlife acquired under 
permit and all progeny thereof, must 
be confined in the approved facilities 
on the premises authorized in the per-
mit. 

(2) No live wildlife, acquired under 
permit, or any eggs or progeny thereof, 
may be sold, donated, traded, loaned, 
or transferred to any other person un-
less such person has a permit issued by 
the Director under § 16.22 authorizing 
him to acquire and possess such wild-
life or the eggs or progeny thereof. 

(3) Permittees shall notify the near-
est Special Agent-in-Charge (see § 10.22 
of this chapter) by telephone or other 
expedient means within 24 hours fol-
lowing the escape of any wildlife im-
ported or transported under authority 
of a permit issued under this section, 
or the escape of any progeny of such 
wildlife, unless otherwise specifically 
exempted by terms of the permit. 

(c) Issuance criteria. The Director 
shall consider the following in deter-
mining whether to issue a permit to 
import or ship injurious wildlife for zo-
ological, educational, medical, or sci-
entific purposes: 

(1) Whether the wildlife is being im-
ported or otherwise acquired for a bona 
fide scientific, medical, educational, or 
zoological exhibition purpose; 

(2) Whether the facilities for holding 
the wildlife in captivity have been in-
spected and approved, and consist of a 
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